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Introduction 

This is the thirteenth ROAD Annual Report since becoming a Registered Charity in 1997.  The last Annual 

General Meeting was held on July 15th 2009 at the Memorial Hall,  North Hykeham and we must thank 

them for their support with this.  The charitable aims and objectives remain the same with a clear 

commitment in our mission statement for ROAD continuing to: 

 

“Provide relief to the elderly, vulnerable and needy people of Romania by distribution of aid and to 

advance the Christian faith by promoting, supporting and encouraging Romanian churches.” 

 

The trustees and elected officers of ROAD during the period of this report are shown below: 

 

 Chairman / Treasurer  Kevin Smith 

 Secretary   Melanie Smith 

 Trustee   Paul Elliott 

 Trustee   Lucy Kidd 

 Trustee   Jim Cork 

 Trustee   Paul Erwin 

 

Throughout the year we have continued with our biggest project to date alongside aid distribution and 

support of individuals, schools, organisations and projects which will be outlined further within this report.   I 

hope this annual report will inform and update you of all ROAD activities over the last year.  
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Paul & Alison Elliott 

It is appropriate to commence this annual report by 

welcoming ROAD Trustee Paul Elliott and his wife 

Alison who have returned to Lincolnshire following their 

two and a half year tour of duty in the Falkland Islands 

where Paul was Chief of Police and Prison Governor. 

Paul has now left the police after 32 years service and 

has now been appointed as the Chief Executive of the 

Lincolnshire Equality & Human Rights Commission. 

Paul said "I am delighted to be back in Lincolnshire and 

look forward to being able to once again be 'hands on' 

involved with ROAD, rather than being a distant 

supporter 8000 miles away". 

Warehouse 

 

Over the last year we have been fortunate to continue using the warehouse space on Tentercroft 

Street, which is in the heart of Lincoln.  Many thanks to Lincolnshire Co-operative Limited, in 

particular Edward Greaves, Estates and Property Manager, for providing the warehouse premises 

rent free.  Throughout the year the warehouse is open on the first Saturday of each month for 

people to deliver items they have collected for transportation to Romania. 

 

A special note of thanks needs to go to all of those who tirelessly sort and pack all the items 

delivered to the warehouse but again in particular Walter and Iris Bunyard for the many hours they 

give working at the warehouse. 
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Nely & Ioan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dacia Car 

Ioan & Nely Hadade 

 

ROAD relies on volunteers in Romania to identify needs 

and to distribute all of the items transported on the lorry.    

So it is only appropriate to acknowledge our friends 

Ioan and Nely Hadade.  Nely has been distributing the 

aid sent to Romania for a number of years.  This is no 

mean feat as we send an articulated lorry a couple of 

times a year and Nely distributes this.  This is more 

incredible when you realise this is generally done in 

their trusty 20 year old Dacia!   

 

Ioan has recently taken early retirement from his job 

working for the Romanian equivalent of the Electricity 

Board and is now able to help Nely with this important 

role.  We actually couldn't do this without them.   Nely is 

a member of Grace Church who formally accept the aid 

on our behalf to comply with Romanian Legislation. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Visits to Romania 

During the last twelve months ROAD members have made five visits to Romania. A brief outline 

of these is detailed below: 

 

July 2009 

Kevin Smith & Jim Cork visited Romania specifically to see how the Steps to the Future centre 

was progressing as six months had passed since its completion.  At the new centre there is space 

for 20 young people but at this time there were 14 residents.  From discussions it was clear the 

staff were „profiling‟ young people placed to ensure the right „mix‟.  There is also a contract with 

the young people of expected behaviour and up to that point one resident had been evicted for 

bad behaviour.  All young people in residence have a contract and initially if they misbehave then 

their contract can be suspended and they move out but their contract can be reinstated.  If again 
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their behaviour is unacceptable then they would be permanently evicted.  This gave the message 

that residents must adhere to the rules.  

 

At this time there were five residents in work and five in training for a qualification.  All of the 

young people seem to have a degree of learning difficulties, which is probably down to their poor 

start in life.  Opportunity to speak to the young people did not arise and it did not seem 

appropriate to sit and speak to them alone.  Kevin and Jim also asked about the selection process 

and were informed it is on a grid scored on a point‟s basis.  When the young people move in they 

have tests for aptitude and ability.  The residents have one hot meal from City Hall three days a 

week and coupons for a local canteen as well as preparing their own meals in the kitchens in the 

accommodation.  Staff also had a summer camp planned. 

 

At this time the Centre was staffed by a co-ordinator who oversees the whole building alongside a 

psychologist, health worker and social worker.  Dorina Babos (Director of Social Services) is then 

overseeing all the staff.  All of the rooms and furniture were in excellent condition and being 

looked after by the young people.  It was a quick but very informative trip. 

          

September 2009 

In September, ROAD Secretary Melanie Smith travelled to Romania with Rachel Smith, Danielle 

Newman and Lucy Harris.  It was interesting that, as a GP, Rachel noted many of the young 

people in the Centre had dysmorphic features that are often a sign of foetal alcohol syndrome, this 

would make sense given the fact that many came from parents with alcohol problems.  Rachel 

was also able to meet with Ramiz Momeni, Director of Romanian Relief at the clinic in Tinca and 

look at possible ways of working together and supporting him.  The road from Zalau to Oradea is 

still very bad in places, which always makes the journey very interesting!  However now around 

Oradea there is a new ring road making it easier to get to Tinca.  The Oradea to Cluj road was 

very good with stunning scenery.  The new departure building has now opened at Cluj airport, 

which makes things much easier when leaving.   They also stayed the night in a night in a new, 

clean hotel in Cluj which cost about £13 per person and was certainly worth knowing about for 

future trips! 
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November 2009 

ROAD Chairman Kevin Smith and fellow Trustee Jim Cork made a flying visit to Zalau to meet up 

with Leris Harfield, the representative of the European Charitable Foundation, who financially 

supported ROAD in the Steps to the Future project.  Leris had been instrumental in helping ROAD 

obtain a generous grant from the foundation to assist with the renovation of the Steps to the 

Future block. Kevin and Jim flew in on the Wednesday to be met with two feet of snow and back 

out again on the Friday. Whilst there, Leris was able to see the Pasi Spre Viitor development and 

meet the Staff and residents. We were treated to an exhibition of traditional Roma dances and to 

a Michael Jackson “lookalike” performing the Thriller dance. This was followed by a performance 

from Dirty Dancing. To see the involvement of the residents was well worth the loss of two nights 

sleep! The Staff at the Centre are to be congratulated on the work they are doing. We are looking 

forward to seeing the continued development of the project. 

 

December 4th to 11th 2009 

After an early start, the team of eight ROAD members - Paul & Joanne Erwin, Kevin Smith, Walter 

& Iris Bunyard, Sandy Malt and Simon and Julie Cartwright  arrived at Luton Airport in plenty of 

time for a light breakfast together.  The flight left Luton on time and arrived in Cluj a little earlier 

than expected. Passport control, luggage collection and minibus collection went extremely well, 

meaning we set off to Zalau well within schedule.  We arrived in Zalau, met with the host families 

and enjoyed our first Romanian meal together, before getting to bed early.  On Saturday, we 

drove just over 3 hours to Tinca. This is the base of the charity that ROAD support, called 

Romanian Relief. The group met the staff and children of the two „Safe Houses‟ and visited a new 

Medical Centre that will serve a large gypsy village nearby. We arrived back to Zalau, just as light 

was fading; this was planned due to the poor road conditions, especially in the dark. 

Sunday began with breakfast altogether, and then time spent in the warehouse sorting presents 

ready for the week ahead. We visited a local supermarket to buy fresh fruit to distribute to children 

and families we would visit. Then in the evening we went to „Grace‟ Church and joined them for 

worship. 

 

The next few mornings were spent visiting around 10 schools to distribute Christmas presents. 

We had received slightly less presents than in previous years, but were still able to provide joy 

and happiness to many children. The afternoons were spent visiting poor families in local villages, 
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visiting previous projects and spending some time with the residents of the new „Pasi spre Viitor‟ 

centre. 

 

Each evening we enjoyed meals together with various Romanian friends. Friday came round very 

quickly. We drove back to Cluj airport early, ready for the 6am flight. The journey to the airport can 

be difficult, particularly in the dark, due to road conditions and possible fog over the mountains. 

On this occasion we were blessed with dry conditions and no fog, making it a lot less stressful for 

driver and passengers.  The weather during the whole week was fantastic, being mainly dry and 

not too cold. This made it a little easier to get to the smaller villages, as they can become 

inaccessible in icy or muddy conditions.  The flight back to Luton was again on schedule, even in 

the thick fog that was hanging over Luton. Luggage collection and car park procedures went to 

plan and the group were soon on the M1 heading back to Lincoln.  The whole trip was a huge 

success, even though sometimes time was against us. The team bonded and a lot of happy 

memories were made. Thanks for all the prayers before, during and after the trip.  

December 2010 will soon be here! 

 

June 24th to 30th 2010 

ROAD Trustee Jim Cork visited Zalau to finalise the accounts for the Training programme at the 

Pasi Spre Viitor Centre. He also arranged for a replacement washing machine at the Centre and 

driving lessons for three of the residents. He met with Pastor Joldes of Grace Church to discuss 

future projects. The floods and heavy rain prevented visits to the villages so he was able to spend 

time with Tibi and Dorica Dan at APWR and see their new Centre. He also attended a Conference 

at Grace Church for nine hours! 

 

Fundraising Standards Board 

 

    ROAD continue to be a member of the Fund Raising Standards Board. 

This ensures that membership, which is voluntary, means ROAD 

agrees to adhere to a strict set of codes and a Fundraising Promise 

committing to treat the public with respect, fairness, honesty and clarity 

in all their money raising activities.  Its aim is that people who donate 

can „Give with Confidence‟.      
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Supporters of ROAD  

It is always difficult when putting together an Annual Report to include everyone who supports 

ROAD as there are so many individuals and groups, we could have an endless list!  We always 

appreciate the diverse support we have - from the many women who every few months hand over 

a bag of knitting; to the many groups who raise funds; collect parcels and do more besides to 

support ROAD.  So here are a few we have been able to visit over this last year. We know there 

are many more of you out there and can only apologise that we cannot acknowledge you all by 

name.  

                                                                                        

 

NorthSomercoates W.I 

North Somercoates is one of many W.I 

groups who support ROAD and Kevin & 

Melanie Smith were able to visit to collect 

many items on one of their fundraising days.  

It is always great to meet the individuals 

who over a number of years have continued 

to support us.  We also had time to sample 

some of their home baking, which was a 

bonus!  Jim Cork was then able to return 

later in the year and update the members on 

the work of ROAD. 

Westerley Knitting Group 

The Westerley Knitting Group in Woodhall Spa has 

been busy again. ROAD Trustee Jim Cork was 

pleased to go along to meet the ladies and receive 

the results of their efforts. He is looking forward to 

meeting the residents of the Home later in the year 

to tell them about our work in Romania. Our 

grateful thanks go to the Group for their support. 
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Inner Wheel Club of Spilsby 

ROAD Trustee Jim Cork was delighted to 

visit the Inner Wheel Club of Spilsby, 

Overseas Meeting to give an account of 

ROAD's work in Romania.  Jim gave a 

Powerpoint presentation before Overseas 

Officer Margaret and President Myra 

presented Jim with a carload of blankets, 

other knitted items and school boxes.  

Swallowbeck Group 

ROAD secretary Melanie Smith attended the group 

at Swallowbeck Methodist Church to update them 

on the work of ROAD.  Every year the group gives 

to ROAD practically and financially.  It was great to 

be able to update all  the members of what ROAD 

is achieving in Romania as a result of their support.  

Much of this support is co-ordinated by Dorothy & 

Cyril Parkin (photo on right). 
 

 

Frithville School 

ROAD Trustee Jim Cork was delighted to 

visit Frithville School to receive their 

donation of books. This was followed up by 

sweets, school items and other useful gifts. 

Following a very enjoyable assembly, Jim 

gave a brief address to the pupils about 

ROAD‟s work with village schools in 

Romania. Thanks go to Mrs Parsons for her 

involvement. The image shows the children 

with some of the books they donated. 
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Rotary - Barton Upon Humber 

The Rotary Club of Barton-upon-Humber was the 

venue for a talk on ROAD‟s activities by Trustee 

Jim Cork. During the visit, Jim gave a presentation 

dealing with the various projects ROAD is involved 

in. Particular emphasis was placed on the Steps to 

the Future project which the members were most 

interested in. Heartfelt thanks go to Mrs Shirley 

Rattey who, through her son Stuart, gave Jim a 

fantastic gift of dressed dolls to go for Christmas 

presents. A sincere thank you goes to the 

members of the Club for their hospitality and 

support. 
 

 

Rotary District 1270 Conference Report 

ROAD was highlighted at the District Rotary 

Conference in Bridlington when ROAD 

Trustee and Past President of Woodhall 

Spa Rotary Club Jim Cork gave a 

presentation on ROAD‟s work in Romania to 

the delegates. The presentation covered 

many aspects of ROAD‟s involvement in the 

Zalau area, particularly the Steps to the 

Future block. The presentation was very 

well received, so much so that a delegate 

approached Jim at coffee break and gave 

him £1000 to further ROAD‟s work. Heartfelt 

thanks go to this anonymous donor. 

 

I hope the above shows you just some of the ways in which many people continue to support 

ROAD.  We have been very fortunate to have so much support from many Women's Institute 

Groups, Schools, Inner Wheel & Rotary Clubs, as well as numerous individuals. 
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ROAD members Christine & Derek Young continue to be the contact point and great fundraisers 

in the Newark area.  Another ROAD member Joan Wines has tirelessly continued to do talks, 

mainly at W.I groups and has also supported a young woman with health needs in Romania. The 

list could go on but needless to say I would like to say thank you to you all.  

 

Rotary Club of Woodhall Spa 

ROAD have enjoyed the support over a number of years from Rotarians.  However we have been 

privileged in recent years to partner the Rotary Club of Woodhall Spa in the Steps to the Future 

project.  This working together brought the involvement of Jim Cork who obviously is now a ROAD 

trustee.  Jim was successful in attracting two Matching Grants from the Rotary Foundation to 

further the development of the Centre. The Rotary Club of Zalau was also involved. 

 

This last year has seen the fruition of the many years of work and the final accounting for the 

training for the young people in the new Centre.  The project has been a great example of people 

and organisations working together to achieve a fantastic outcome for the young people placed 

there.  We have appreciated the support of the group and their commitment to be involved with 

the project in a very practical way.   

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

 

Dunholme Fete 2009 

Paul, Joanne Erwin and their family members 

once again set up their stall at Dunholme Fete 

with a number of things on offer - Raffle / Tombola 

etc.  It was a lovely sunny day and we had a much 

better position for the stall this year in the centre of 

the event.  It was a busy day with a lot of people 

coming to see what ROAD were doing. Being in 

the busier area meant they raised the grand total 

of £194.86 although much of this was given  by 

the ROAD Chairman on the sweet tombola!   
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Chocolate Party's  

A great way to fundraise is to host a 

Chocoholics party.  As well as a good excuse 

to eat chocolate it is a fun way to support 

ROAD.  This year there have been three 

chocolate events!  One at Paul & Joanne 

Erwin's, RAF Digby and Anthony's 

Chapman's daughter Emma.   

 

 

 

 

There‟s now an easy way for you to help raise funds for 

Romanian Aid Distribution!  Shop online and Raise Funds 

easyfundraising is a shopping directory listing some of your 

favourite online stores including Argos, Next, Debenhams, John 

Lewis, Toys R Us, HMV and over 2000 others. 

Just use the links on the easyfundraising site whenever you 

shop online and, at no extra cost to you, we'll receive a free donation of up to 15% from every 

purchase you make. It really is that simple!   

It‟s completely FREE to register and you won‟t pay a penny more for your shopping when you use 

the easyfundraising site. In fact you can even SAVE MONEY as many retailers offer discounts, 

special offers and even 'e-vouchers' exclusive to easyfundraising.  If you shop online anyway then 

why not raise valuable extra funds for us by using this fantastic scheme. All you need to do is visit 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/rad and when you register, select Romanian Aid Distribution as 

the organisation you wish to support. 

 

St Giles Group 

For a number of years ROAD have been supported by 

the Open Door Coffee Group from St Giles both 

financially and practically.  Over this last year they have 

given a number of wheelchairs that have made a great 

difference to the people who have received them. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/rad
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BACK TO NATURE WALK 

 

              

 

        

 

 

 

 

Paul & Joanne Erwin organised a nature walk to raise funds for ROAD & also the local 

Ambucopter.  The idea was to have a fun afternoon that was accessible for all ages & abilities but 

at the same time a great way to raise money.  This was done by a fee to enter and also 

encouraging participants to also gather sponsorship.  We were blessed with lovely weather and 

the choice of one walk of just over one mile or combining it with a second that made the walk 

closer to four miles.   A good number came along and a very enjoyable afternoon was had by the 

52 walkers and the 8 dogs who took part.  The total so far raised is £1096, which means over 

£500 each for ROAD and the local ambucopter appeal. 

 

SCHOOLS 

One of the initial visions for ROAD was to take Christmas presents to the children of Romania.  

Although back in 1994 this had been to the institutions it also was for the many poor village 

schools.  We have continued to do this and it is only appropriate to say a heartfelt thank you to the 

many schools who have become involved in supporting us with this.  There are many who 

continue to support so my apologies if we have missed you off this list to thank: 

 

Holt Primary, Skellingthorpe ~  

Mount Street Infant School, Lincoln ~  

Leslie Manser School, Lincoln ~  

Reepham Primary School ~  

Barnby Road Infant & Nursey School. Newark ~ 

John Hunt Infant & Junior School, Balderton ~ 

Kisimul Schools, Swinderby & Friesthorpe ~ 
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CHURCH SUPPORT 

 

As a Christian based group, ROAD has enjoyed many years support from Lincoln New Life 

Church.  This has been in many differing forms.  Members of the church have supported fund 

raising activities and every year have collected Christmas presents and food parcels.  Each year 

members of the fellowship have a Make A Difference weekend where everyone pledges to give 

financially to projects both in the UK and overseas.  As part of this initiative the Leadership Team 

at New Life have committed to supporting ROAD by giving on a monthly basis.  Over the last year 

this amount was £7,000 and we would like to say a huge thank you to New Life for this generous 

support as given the current economical situation there are many competing projects to support.   

 

As mentioned earlier, ROAD has continued to have fantastic support from 

Swallowbeck Methodist Church.  At Christmas in particular they ensure a 

large supply of wrapped selection boxes, which are invaluable if we find a 

child has a gift that is perhaps not suitable.  We appreciate their ongoing 

support as well as the many other Churches that help us at differing 

levels. 

     

    Belper Community Church is part of the East Midlands Christian  

    Fellowship and have been supporting ROAD now for a number of  

    years.  Over this last year they have committed financially to giving on 

    a monthly basis for which we are very grateful and continue to  

    appreciate their support. 

 

Grapevine Weekend 

ROAD were able to have a stand in the Exhibition 

Centre at the Grapevine weekend run by the Ground 

Level network.  We also worked alongside Christian  

Partners in Africa running the breakfast shift in the  

"Tatie Tent" with the profits being shared.   
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ROMANIAN PARTNER'S & PROJECTS 

 

Steps to the Future / Pasi Spre Viitor 

At our last AGM we were thrilled to be able to inform you that the project was up and running and 

the first young people were living in the centre.  It is well recorded over the last few years of the 

work done on the former Filatura apartment block which is now the new Pasi Spre Viitor centre.  

We are delighted to hear recently that thirty young people have already passed through the centre 

and been helped to move on to independence.    

 

The staff at the centre are very committed to giving the young adults life skills and training that will 

hopefully enable them to be able to find some employment and live independently.  Although this 

project will now be funded and managed by the Local Council, ROAD will continue to remain 

involved with the centre and the staff in any practical ways we may be able to help. 

 

 

 

 New Rare Disease Centre 

 

 

APWR   

(Association Prader Willi Romania) 

APWR represent patients with Prader Willi Syndrome and other rare diseases (disabilities) in 

Romania and support their families.  It was established in May 2003 to bring together the efforts of 

patients, specialists and families to ensure a better life for all people with disabilities.  They also 

try to enlighten both the general public, media and health system to ensure those with disabilities 

receive support and correct diagnosis. 

 

The opening of its Centre of Information for Rare Genetic Diseases in 2005 was the first of its type 

in Romania and the work they have achieved is amazing.  Last year they secured a substantial 

grant from a Norwegian charity to build a large National Centre in Zalau to expand and enhance 

the work they are already doing.   
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As part of this project they needed to raise 20,000 Euro from other sources and partners and to 

that end, ROAD was pleased to be able to contribute 12,000 Euro to support the commencement 

of the project.  We are always amazed by what Dorica and Tibi Dan achieve with great 

determination.  They are totally committed to giving a voice to those with disabilities and to 

support their families, particularly with correct diagnosis.  We will continue to support them in their 

valuable work. 

 

C.I.T.O 

Rodica and the staff at the disability centre continue with their work supporting young adults with 

disabilities, giving them a purpose and a centre where they can work and produce a host of items 

for sale.  We all still enjoy visiting the centre and catching up with old friends and meeting new as 

well as still providing practical support with material / wool etc for the crafts and one ROAD 

member has continued to send Christmas presents each year for all of the young people at the 

centre. 

 

Romanian Relief 

   ROAD have remained committed to supporting Romanian Relief by  

   transporting many items to Romania on their behalf free of charge.  Given the 

   recession it has been a difficult year for them as their safe homes rely 

   entirely on donations  in order to remain open.  ROAD will continue to help 

   them when we are able as we recognise the many important areas of work 

they are involved in both within their safe homes but also the work they continue to do in providing 

foster placements; working in the Roma community; in the local hospital and establishing the new 

clinic in Tinca.  Our partnership agreement remains in place as ROAD facilitates their UK banking. 

 

Grace Church 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are continuing to build our relationship with Grace church 

through Nely Hadade and Pastor Joldes.  They have now 

completed their church building and are already using the space 

to help those with social issues in their community. 

We enjoy visiting as it feels like being at home and we are always 

made to feel welcome.  Pastor Joldes provides our warehouse 

space in Zalau at no cost for which we are very grateful.  
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DISTRIBUTION OF AID 

 

We continue to be well supported in terms of the many items given for us to take to Romania.  

The current financial crisis around the world is also hitting Romania as it is such a new fragile 

economy.  Unfortunately this impacts on the poorest in society and many still buy all their clothing 

from second hand shops and rely on aid taken over by ROAD.  Here is just a small overview of 

some of the things we have taken this last year but we have also transported large amounts of 

clothing; tables & chairs; bedding; furniture and more.  This is still transported by Chris Mutch who 

we must thank for his safe and efficient delivery of our aid.  

 

Medical Supplies 

This has not traditionally been an area that ROAD have been particularly involved with but over 

this last year a number of sources contacted ROAD with the offer of medical supplies and also 

individuals needing help.  Although health care in Romania is free people have to pay for their 

prescriptions and also for anything they may need if receiving any treatment.  An example of this 

would be an individual ROAD were able to support.   

 

Mr Veres daughter Adriana contacted ROAD as her father needed life saving heart surgery.  

Although the operation is free he had to pay for the stent that was needed and any drugs etc 

whilst in hospital.  This amounted to £2,000.  ROAD partnered with a French charity funding half 

of the cost each.  Without this support the prognosis for Mr Veres was that he would not have 

survived.  Adriana has reported that the operation has transformed his life and given him hope for 

the future.  

 

          "Mr Veres with his son &  

          daughter after the operation.  

          Adriana was the one who 

          contacted ROAD to ask for 

          help for her father." 
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We were able to send more than one articulated lorry load of medical supplies to Romania which 

were from a company who had a large area outside of their warehousing of items that had been 

returned because boxes were damaged.  All of the items were still sterile and in date so would 

otherwise have been destroyed.  The items includes swabs, gauze, sterile needles, bandages, 

dressings and more.  We worked with Medical Services to Romania, a charity based in 

Cambridgeshire to provide Zalau hospital with a lorry load of these supplies.  On the visit in 

September the Chief Nurse showed us around and informed us that these supplies had kept 

many of his wards running for around three months.  He went on to tell of the crisis of having no 

money to buy any of the items needed for everyday nursing.   

 

Provision of Wheelchairs 

Over the last year we have been given a number 

of wheelchairs, which literally have been invaluable. 

Those who need them must buy their own and most  

people cannot afford this leaving them with no form of 

mobility.  The few we have been able to help have  

been thrilled with their new chairs.  There is still a huge 

demand for wheelchairs.  

 

Christmas Presents 

When ROAD was formed over 16 years ago the founder members probably never expected that 

we would still be taking Christmas presents all these years later!  However one of the pleasures of 

a Christmas trip to Romania still remains watching the faces of the children in the village schools 

opening their presents.  A teacher told us last year that a child in her nursery class had come in 

especially as he knew we were coming and it would probably be the only Christmas present he 

received as the family were very poor and had many children. 
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WEBSITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new website is now live and I would like to thank Matthew Ellis of Ellis design for all of his 

hard work and patience whilst designing the site.  I must also thank Paul and Matthew Erwin who 

have spent many hours inputting all of the  information on to the site.  I hope you agree that it is 

informative and now very user friendly. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

As another year passes we now look to the future and which direction ROAD should take.  As 

trustees we recently met and spent a day together where we had time praying and discussing the 

way forward for ROAD.  We are currently researching new projects and to this end Paul, Jim, Paul 

and myself will travel to Romania in October to look at various options and meet with partners to 

discuss areas of need.  It is very important that we assess the situation in Romania very carefully 

and ensure that whatever direction we take will be the correct one. 

 

We must not be exclusive in just working alongside existing partners but be open to the option of 

working with new partners if the opportunity arose.  Whilst sourcing new projects it is important to 

remember that there is still the need to transport aid to the poor and needy, at present the 

demand for this is just as great as ever. 

 

It is only when collating this report that I realise what we have achieved over the last twelve 

months.  ROAD really is about many people of all ages and abilities working together.  Whether 

individuals can support us by just attending one event or giving one pound or those who give a lot 

of their time, finance or aid it is all of this together that enables us to continue our work. 

 

So many people support ROAD that it would be impossible to mention them all by name.  So a 

huge debt of thanks to you all on behalf of myself, ROAD trustee's, members and our friends in 

Romania.   

 

I could not fulfil my role without the support of my fellow trustee's who I would like to thank for all 

their hard work and support.  So we look forward to researching new projects and in future months 

bringing you news on our progress.   

 

Thank you. 

 

Kevin Smith 

ROAD Chairman 


